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PREFACE

I am happy to acknowledge and thank my colleagues who wrote the various chapters
of the book. I knew some of them before, approached them and asked them to participate
in this book. Others I met by virtue of working on this book, and expanded my circle of
friends. I appreciate their willingness to contribute actively to this important endeavor,
as well as their patience and good spirits that accompanied our mutual work. I would
also like to acknowledge the experts who enriched this book with their expertise and
good words. Another special thank you to my friends Dr. Ruth Kimche, Prof. Zvi Zohar,
Dr. Joseph Marzouk and Prof. Ya’acov Choueka, for their kind words and generous
help throughout the process of writing this book. I feel a special sense of gratitude to
the late Mr. Eli (Eliyahu) Malka and his son, Prof. Jeff Malka, for their inspiration and
encouragement in researching the Jewish community in the Sudan.

Last but not least, I would like to mention with a trembling heart the late Dr. Hagar
Hillel, a noble person, a friend to all the partners who made this book. I hoped Hagar
could take an active part in writing this book, but she was unable to do so. Even at the
most difficult times she experienced she reiterated to me her joy about this book in
particular, because of the great complexity it entailed. Her good spirit and fruitful
research had direct and indirect impact on many of the writers in this book, and we
view her as an active part of it as well.

Nahem Ilan
Jerusalem 2008
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formulated with the Ministry of Education by the series’ steering committee. As in other
volumes, the uniqueness of the Egyptian community finds its expression in special,
relevant chapters, dealing with the Karaites and the Cairo Genizah.

In the beginning of the twentieth century a small Jewish community developed in the
Sudan, mostly in the capital, Khartoum. From its very beginning it was a satellite
community of the Egyptian community, reaching 1000 members at its peak. It was a
very modern community. Due to its tiny size and its clear affiliation with Cairo and
Alexandria, the Sudanese Jewish community is discussed in this book.

Unlike previous volumes, where members of the communities took an active part in
writing about their community, the contribution of Jews from the Egyptian community
to this book is limited. We might even say that this is yet another unique characteristic
of the community on one hand and of its researchers on the other hand. Furthermore,
like in previous volumes, this book reflects the status of research on various issues, and
contributes to topics not researched sufficiently.

While working on this book the heads of the Ben-Zvi Institute were Prof. Menahem
Ben-Sasson, Prof. Aharon Maman and Prof. Yom Tov Assis, who generously shared
their experience and good advice with me. Dr. Miriam Frenkel, the deputy head of the
Institute, and Mr. Michael Glatzer, the academic secretary of the Institute, accompanied
the production process intelligently and sensitively. My friend, Dr. Haim Saadoun, who
edited six books in this series, helped me at the preliminary phases of the process. Prof.
Haggai Ben-Shammai, who was head of the Institute when the project was originally
initiated and is still active in the steering committee, was as kind as always, and his
wisdom is apparent in various places in this book.

For three years I enjoyed working on this book with the help of a devoted team: Ms.
Efrat Assaf-Shapira was the photograph researcher at the beginning of the process; Ms.
Naama Shai-Katrieli, who is the editorial secretary, took over this task in addition to her
other responsibilities, carrying them all out professionally. Mr. Eyal Sagui Bizawe was a
research assistant in the beginning of the process, and the quality of his work is well
noticed. The knowledgeable Mr. Menashe ‘Anzi helped me for several months, and his
experience is well embedded into the book. Mr. Rafael Green was my research assistant
for a year and a half, and without him the book would never had been ready on time
and in this form. Green is knowledgeable, efficient and pleasant to work with, and his
contribution is reflected on every page of this book. Ms. Yehudit Yadlin was the copy
editor, and did a sensitive, professional job. Ms. Yael Aizic read and proofread, and
contributed to bringing this book up to the standard of the series.

VI
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PREFACE

The history of the Jews in Egypt in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is fascinating
and unique. Western Europe - France and Britain in particular - viewed Egypt as a
strategic crossroad for achieving their colonialist and imperialist aspirations. Since
1798 there was a European presence in Egypt. It started with the French occupation,
lasting only a few years, continued with British representatives until the full British
occupation in 1882, and ended, de facto, only in the middle of the twentieth century.
Britain had spent enormous amounts of money in Egypt, established British-inspired
government apparatuses, and exposed the local residents to Western culture and
European social and political trends. One of their main efforts, both financially and
politically, was digging the Suez Canal in 1859-1869. Once it was open it enabled the
British - as well as others - to reach the Far East without encircling Africa. This was a
turning point in Egypt’s history and geopolitical status. Ever since, Egypt attracted
immigrants from the entire Mediterranean area, as well as from other European and
Asian countries, due to the financial prosperity it experienced at the time.

The Jews were among the immigrants to Egypt throughout the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, thus expanding the previously small community, of only 7,000 people in the
early nineteenth century, including Karaites, into a colorful, diverse and vigorous
community, of approximately 80,000 towards the mid-twentieth century. No other Jewish
community in the Middle East in modern times was as diverse in terms of origin of its
members, languages they spoke, professions and opinions. These have only been
researched partially so far. The main contributor to this research is Prof. Jacob M. Landau,
who wrote Jews in Nineteenth-Century Egypt (New York 1969; first in Hebrew, Jerusalem
1967), and edited 77e History of Egyptian Jews in the Ottoman Period (1517-1914) almost
twenty years later (Jerusalem 1988). As time passed by it became clear that these two
essential books were far from sufficient. Additional information became available, and
enabled - at times even demanded - further discussion on the issues formerly dealt
with in Landau’s books. Other aspects were not included in his research to begin with.
Compared to other Jewish communities in the area - such as Yemen, Iraq, Morocco and
Tunisia - the community in Egypt was researched only minimally until recently. Some
of the reasons for this situation are the complexity of this community and its diversity.
One of the most significant cultural expressions of diversity is the multiple languages
the Egyptian Jews used to express themselves.

The volume on Egypt is the ninth volume of the series on Jewish communities in the
East in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The books focusing on Yemen, Iraq,
Morocco, Tunisia, Iran, Libya and Ethiopia, as well as the life cycle in the various
communities, preceded it. Like the previous volumes, this one follows the principles
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